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Connecting music and history to engage more deeply and 
respectfully with Black musical traditions

Black Song: A Manifesto for Music and Justice centers acts of musical 
creation and performance that emerge from Black experiences, affirm 
Black humanity, and connect to Black communities. Written for scholars, 
performers, and music fans, the book shows that learning about Black 
Song and its creation is central to understanding both American music 
and Black American experiences. By providing a more inclusive, just, and 
accurate understanding of the art of Black Song, the authors disrupt and 
expand musical canons.

Black Song shines a spotlight on the response, resistance, and community 
building that occur in musical creation in Black spaces, past and present. 
The authors explore histories and performances across musical styles—
from classical to country to hiphop to opera to jazz to gospel to many 
others. They offer practical advice on how to perform, research, teach, and 
listen to this music. As they center Black Song in American history and 
music, they show that this music is a valuable tool for promoting productive 
and healing dialogues about race, justice, and history. Encouraging 
empathy and understanding, Black Song shows how to approach Black 
music and spaces with knowledge and respect.

The Singing Justice Collective is a research group of eleven musicians 
and scholars formed through the University of Michigan Humanities 
Collaboratory. The members of the collective are Stephen A. Berrey, Tyrese 
Byrd, Mark Clague, Caroline Helton, and Louise Toppin (University of 
Michigan); Naomi André (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill); Christie 
Finn (Hochschule für Musik Freiburg); Thomas Hampson (independent 
artist); Cody Ebright-Jones (independent scholar); Traci Lombré (Chicago 
Public Library); and Samantha Rose Williams (independent artist).

DOI: https://doi.org/10.3998/mpub.14479173

November 2026, 6 x 9, 229 pages, 19 Illustrations
Series: Music and Social Justice

Cloth, ISBN 9780472078318, $85.00 
Paper, ISBN 9780472058310, $24.95 
OA Ebook, ISBN 9780472906116

Order online and save 
30% with discount 
code UMWEB30!

press.umich.edu

https://press.umich.edu/
https://doi.org/10.3998/mpub.14479173
https://press.umich.edu/Books/B/Black-Song3



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		9780472078318_flyer.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Jewell Boyd


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
